Neonatal hematology constitutes a very accomplished second edition to a classical text in a field that has grown exponentially to cover all different components of haematology from what not long ago only constituted haemolytic and haemorrhagic diseases of the newborn. The physiological changes that occur during this period of life are often dramatic and affect the presentation and treatment of the different haematological conditions that affect the neonate. Despite this, the editors have succeeded in creating a comprehensive text that focuses on the practical aspects that a clinician requires to be effective. As such, it often offers a thorough but very clear approach to the management of various clinical problems such as the testing of a neonate suffering from haemolysis, whilst at the same time providing sound advice on areas, which are very topical but yet not well understood such as T-cell activation. This approach should facilitate greatly the interaction between haematologists, neonatologists and paediatricians resulting in better care of the newborn. Although the editors did not wish to focus too extensively on pathophysiology the book could have benefited from a better introduction to ontogeny and a more comprehensive final chapter with normal values and tables, particularly in relation to the different stages of prematurity. They could also have included better blood cell morphology, which would have made this the definitive reference text for this age group.
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Of particular interest to readers of this journal is the fact that the book has a chapter dedicated to umbilical cord stem cell transplantation. This provides an excellent overview from the point of view of clinicians involved in transplants for children, allowing them to provide authoritative information to parents and others enquiring about the value of this source of stem cells and giving them adequate understanding of the process of collection. The authors identify and explain effectively the most important factors influencing success (e.g. cell dose) and potential problems (e.g. infections) when using this source of stem cells. The book does not however provide the fully comprehensive information on the use of cord stem cells which might be needed by those training or by those working in stem cell transplantation who are not familiar with or wish to learn more about this modality. Only the early experience in the field is included which does not fully take into account the collaborative advances performed by the different cord blood registries. None of this really reduces the very real value of this textbook as a major contribution to neonatal haematology, which is obviously a very rapidly expanding field.
